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Book Review: Capturing Women: The Manipulation of Cultural Imagery in Canada’s Prairie West by Sarah Carter

We choose to review books in this newsletter because we believe that their content adds to the discussion of fur trade history.  This volume contributes a singular truth that underlies all our reality.

Capturing Women: A review

Approaching this volume is initially daunting, with its cover picture of an aggressive post-modern blonde in petticoats with her arm thrown over the shoulder of a chubby native man dressed all in red and holding a feather fan.   The reader has to first get past the implications of the image that seem to suggest that somehow it is the Indian man who has been captured.  

Once inside the book, the reader is in the familiar territory of an academic work.  This is not a popular history.  It is also not an easy read.  But it is an important work for the insight to which it guides the reader.  

In the preface, acknowledgements and introduction, Carter set out her agenda: to examine the relationships between the dominant society and its use of depictions of white women in relation to non-white society.  Initially, the reader is affronted by some of the seemingly implicit interpretations.  The first of these occurs on page 3, in the verse that introduces chapter 1.  The reader is introduced to the thought that there are “no” women in the West.  On the next page, that thought becomes more explicit in the discussion of the “want of the west”.   This is closely followed by a statement about the exclusion of Aboriginal women which is footnoted to a large paragraph outlining the writer’s choice to class all mixed blood women together with all first nations women as aboriginal.  Carter references the Constitution Act of 1982 and Paul Chartrand for her decision in this.

As I said, the reader is initially affronted by these presumptions, but if the reader persists, and follows Carter through her examination of what the dominant society media made of the stories of white women who had been captured by Indians, and later to her discussion of mixed marriages in the Canadian Frontier, the reward is a sudden apprehension of exactly how racist the dominant society of that day was.  Once the fur trade historian or Metis genealogist has gotten past Carter’s total disregard of all the layers of fur trade society, and all the categories of ethnicity in the native world, the reader suddenly understands that that lack of layering is exactly the point.  The dominant society simply saw all the categories as simply “Indian.”  

Carter continues her analysis with an examination of views of aboriginal women.  In this section, Carter mixes discussion of the NWMP marriages to Sioux women from Sitting Bull’s band with marriages into fur trade families.  Again, this initially confuses the knowledgeable reader, particularly when she juxtaposes a photograph of the daughters of Edward McKay, a trader in the Cypress Hills, in European dress, with a photo of member of Sitting Bull’s band in native dress.  If the reader deals thoughtfully with this lumping of categories, other insights into prairie social history at the turn of the century are possible.

One of Edward McKay’s daughters in that photo is my great-grandmother.  There is a family story that, in spite of her husband, JHG Bray, formerly Sergeant-Major with the NWMP, and currently holding the position of sheriff or brand inspector of Medicine Hat, Jemima had to go to the stores after they were closed, when the owner would come down and serve her himself.  I had struggled with this story, asking whether it reflected position or prejudice.  I wanted it to be about privilege, but this book helped me see that it was about prejudice, about her being unacceptable in that new white community.  It was also about her children passing into white society.  For them to be accepted into the positions in society that their father aspired to for them, their mother had to be invisible.

All that being said, I would recommend this book with caution.  Be aware of the agenda.  Do not be seduced by the presentism implicit in some of the arguments.  The world has changed a lot since the beginning of the 20th century.  The rise of Native Studies curriculum and the growing establishment of native controlled schools are two signs that things are not entirely as they were.  Still, this book can teach us to be wary.  There are still those out there, some in positions of power, who hold these values dear. 

A Visit to St. Lazare

On June 3, 1998, on the way to the Rupert’s Land Colloquium, I drove up to the western Manitoba town of St. Lazare.  To find it, turn north off Highway 1 just across the Saskatchewan border, inside Manitoba and drive north on a narrow highway for about an hour and a half.  The town sits in the river valley beside the mouth of the Qu’Appelle river, where it enters the Assiniboine.   

Those who know their geography will realize that this is near where several of the early forts were located and very near the site of old Fort Ellice.

I went there to try to get a tour of the Fort Ellice site.  I arrived there at 4:00 p.m. As I looked around the small town main street, I had no idea in what direction the fort site might be.  I drove around the river valley in an attempt to spot some sign directing visitors to the site.  Finally, I gave up and went back to the main street.  There I found my way by asking a friendly store clerk for assistance.  She made some phonecalls and directed me to the Fort Ellice Hotel, just across the avenue beside the train tracks.  There I met Mr. Huybrecht.  He said I wanted to talk with his mother, and that he would find her for me.  While he waited for her to call him back, he showed me the Ellice community book that she had been instrumental in getting published.  

Helen Huybrecht called and asked me to come to her house, just behind the Hotel.  I explained who I was, and that I would like to see the Fort site.  She was very happy to see me.  She talked about wanting to get some sort of historic site development and brought out an archeological report done in 1978 by Scott Hamilton under Leigh Syms, entitled “The Fort Ellice Area Pre-Excavation Report.”  She said she also had some of the Ellice journals, and that we could look at them after supper.  Then she said that if we wanted to go to the fort site, we should go immediately.  

She drove us up to the site in her truck.  It was on top of the high riverbank above the valley on level ground – dry prairie on the eastern riverbank amongst clumps of oak and trembling aspen.  She and her brothers own the whole HBC Fort Ellice reserve of over 1000 acres.  It was never surveyed into sections.  Her father, Mr. Fouillard came in after the turn of the century as a merchant and manufactured wagons.  He employed everyone, cared for everyone, virtually replacing the HBC.  For years the Fort Ellice site was the rodeo grounds, recreation area/park for the community.  There were camp kitchens, lunch counters, the rodeo ring, and corrals, remnants of that are still visible.  

She next took me to see the old graveyard.  It is on the rim of the canyon, similar to the one at Fort Walsh and the Tail Creek site.  It was in very bad repair, with moldering stone grave markers and graves hidden in the underbrush.  There were even some on the edge of the bank, looking as if they would slide into the valley with the next thaw.

She also showed me a site further back in the prairie, in the remains of a sand dune, which she identified as an ancient Indian burial ground.  She remembered picking up trinkets and arrowheads from the area.        

On the way back to her home from the fort site, we detoured to meet two of her neighbours.  Mr. Lazare Fouillard keeps a sugar bush and produces maple syrup and maple sugar from Manitoba maples.  He gave me a small bottle of syrup to sample.  Then we dropped in at Helen’s sister-in-law and picked up a jar of chokecherry syrup, the quintessent prairie treat.  

Back at her house, she brought out the Ellice Journals.  She has photocopies of several years, and had previously gone through them, searching for mentions of individuals she recognized from the history of the area.  I had introduced myself as a descendant of the McKays and she showed me one place where Edward McKay was hunting buffalo for his brother William who was in charge at Fort Ellice.  William had ordered 20 buffalo for the provisioning of the Post.
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Conclusion of Excerpt
More on the Emblau family Connnections


Emblaus from Tail Creek to Hamelins in northern Ontario


Conversations with descendants


As the Metis Local of Stettler works to promote the development of the historic sites in the area [ see Tail Creek article in this edition] efforts are underway to assemble a more complete account of the Emblau family.  Barrie Stanyer, president of the Stettler Metis Local, voiced his frustration with a documentary trail that seems to fizzle with his grandmother, Sophie Clark.  Conversations with seniors in the community revealed some unwritten knowledge of the Emblau family and descendants





� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���


Bertha Clarke of Erskine talked with her step sister Vera Armstrong and May Rogers to try to put the Clark and Emblau families together. By the way, Vera Armstrong pronounced “Emblau” as “Amlay”, closer to the original pronunciation. Mrs. Rogers gave her the children of Sophie and Ian Clark as May Rogers, Grace Stanyer, Jean Stanyer (Barrie’s mom), and Bertha Stark. 


The Tail Creek Cemetery manuscript written by Charles Bird, Linda Taylor and Gladys Berg, gives their children as Jean (Mrs. Charles Stanyer), Bertha (Mrs. Storek), Mabel (Mrs. Lawrence Rogers), and a son, Peter. 


They continue: “Ion’s wife Sophie was born 12 Mar 1894, daughter of Roger (pronounced Rosie) and Jennie (Beaudry) Paul.  Roger Paul was a half brother to the Rouselles through his mother Evangeline (Evangelique).  Sophie died 5 Mar 1894 and is buried in Stettler.  She had expressed a wish to be buried beside her husband in the Tail Creek Cemetery but this was not allowed.” 


A bit more is known about the Hamelin or  Emblau family.  From the same source, we read that Amelia Vaness and Augustine Hamelin (Gus Emblau) had family connections before their marriage. Gus’s mother, Evangelique, was the daughter of Julie (Parisien) and Antoine Houle. Julie had previously been the wife of Jean Baptiste Vaness Sr. 


Belle Emblau was apparently married to Ian’s brother. 


There are many descendants of these families in the communities around the sites of the hivernant villages around Buffalo Lake.














Greetings


Jottings from the Editor


Welcome to the fourth edition of Canada Tree to go out with the Rupert’s Land Newsletter.  Canada Tree has been publishing since September 1993.  Back copies are available.  Many of the back editions are available for download from the Canada Tree web page at � HYPERLINK "http://users.rttinc.com/~canadatree" ��http://users.rttinc.com/~canadatree�.


Canada Tree is designed to be a connector between fur trade and Metis genealogy and Rupert’s Land history.  We endeavor to give more information as context for the barebones names and dates.


Canada Tree is also open to discussion about theory and technique, book reviews, short family histories and queries from subscribers.


Letters to the Editor


Letters to the editor of Canada Tree should be addressed to:


Margaret L. Clarke


Editor, Canada Tree


Box 65, Mirror, AB, T0B 3C0


Dr. Charlie Bird, a genealogist who has been very interested in fur trade families beginning with James Bird and family, introduced the Editor to Cecile Henry.  Cecile has connections to many of the well known Metis families but never thought of herself as Metis until she began to do some research for herself.  Her father was from France and although she grew up in St. Rose du Lac, . . . but I’m getting ahead of the story.  Let’s hear it from Cecile.


I interviewed Cecile on October 12, 1998 for Canada Tree.  I was particularly interested in her research history and techniques, as she has meticulously collected all the pertinent documents of her family line as well as many secondary sources.   I liked the way she did things and had been thinking that she was a particularly pleasing example of a Metis family historian and genealogist.


Editor:  Have you always known you were Metis?


Cecile:  There were rumours when I was growing up in the St Rose du Lac community, that, on my Mom’s side, we were related to Louis Riel.  Then in 1985, one of my brothers died, and I went home for the funeral.  My great uncle Dolphus was there, and I asked him about this relationship.  He answered in Michif  “My little girl  --- I don’t know, but I think we are related through his mother.”  Well, then I started searching, to find out, and I found that my direct line is not, but my great great aunt Josephte Lussier was married to Louis Riel’s uncle, the young son of Jean Baptiste Lagmodiere and Marie Anne Gaboury.


Editor: Did you know that the community was Metis?  And how did you know your uncle was speaking Michif? 


Cecile:  I grew up knowing the St Rose was a Metis community, because, you see, one of my aunts had a parish history . . . Oh, you have to see this . . .  [she leaves to get the booklet]  It was done in 1948, and there is this list of colonists in the back, and the families are  definitely . . . I mean it was known but not acknowledged.  I knew everyone spoke something different, because of my Dad.  He was from Alsace Lorraine, France.  There were those in the community who were native in appearance.  And in my mom’s family, one of her brothers looked so native, that he stood out in the family photos.  


Editor:  So how did you begin researching?


Cecile: I began by joining the Alberta Genealogical Society. They led me to write to Charles Denney, and he sent me lots of information.  I followed that up, and that led me to write to a Marcel Luccier who was researching in Quebec.  He was very involved in doing genealogy, getting the correct information, etc.  After that I started putting things together and double-checking everything.


Editor:  How did you start with the documents?  [She has a very nicely kept collection of family documents in clear sleeves in binders.]


Cecile:  I started getting documents when she wrote to the Parish of Saint Francois Xavier.  The priest there started sending me information and documents – marriage certificates.  Then he gave me the name of Jules Regnier from Saint Francois Xavier.  He researched for me in return for a donation to the Church.  I double-checked his information, and then checked it against Mr. Denney’s.  It all co-incided.


I started finding things in the records – like, for instance, on the Ledoux’s – I found Pierre Ledoux, baptised January 19, 1834, and Pierre Ledoux, married on January 19, 1834.  It is the same person.  The priest insisted that he be baptized before they married him.  I realized from that that I had to be very very careful in making assumptions.  It could be that they were father and son, but it is the same person.


Editor:  Did you notice any difference in the records for the period from 1870 to 1920?   I have heard from a lot of people that they run into gaps then.  I always thought it was because of the persecution, and the increased prejudice.


Cecile:  I found the ethnicity changes then, as well as the prejudice.  [Cecile and I had talked earlier about full siblings in her direct line who were given different ethnicities on their birth certificates.  The 


older ones were Metis and the younger ones were French.]


Cecile:  Then I started to notice mistakes, like Angelique Lepine, born 1825, married to Louison Piche.  Many collections have her as the daughter of Ambrose, but she is the daughter of Jean Baptiste Lepine and Charlotte Saulteaux.  Angelique born in 1840 was the daughter of Joseph Lepine and Angelique Pelorin.


There were baptisms at the time of marriages, marriages that were churched after children were born, so the births and marriages don’t jibe.    


Editor:  You noticed the kind of complications that other genealogists don’t have to deal with.





Cecile:  Then I wrote to other researchers, exchanging materials.  I found connections to the Birds, McDermotts, and McNabs.  Then Dawn Schieber of Thunder Bay, one of the researchers I was writing to, told me that the McDermott family in Ireland were trying to find all the direct descendants of men like Andrew McDermott of Red River, and their direct descendants in North America to add to the charts in Ireland.  That got me into the McDermotts in Canada,  Andrew’s nephews.  


The discovery of Sara Bird as my great grandmother solved a mystery from my childhood.  [She brought out a picture called the “Tree of Life” that hung in her childhood home.]  See, the virtues are written in English, and I always asked myself, why, in a French household, was there this English picture?   They told me that it had been my great-grandmother’s.


My father was an Abraham from France.  My mother was a Lucier.  Her mother was Anna Branconnier.  Her parents were Roselyn Ledoux and Dominic Branconnier.  Dominic’s parents were Antoine Branconnier and Sarah Bird.  Sarah’s parents were Thomas Bird and Ellen McDermott.  Thomas’s father was James Bird.  


On the Lucier side, my great grandparents were Moise Lucier and Ernestine Paul.  Moise’s parents were Joseph Lucier and Josette Ferguson.  Ernestine’s father was one of the Paul Pauls.


Editor:  Did you figure out which of James Bird’s wives was Thomas’s mother?


Cecile:  No. I never sorted that out.


Editor:  Maybe I have that information.  I’ll look.


From our Files


Canada Tree discussed James Curtis Bird in Volume 1, Issue 3 and Volume3, Issue 3.  In Volume 3 Issue 3, is listed his children and his marriages to Elizabeth Montour in 1821 and Mary Lowman in 1835.  Given that Elizabeth was thought to be born circa 1798, many of James Curtis Bird’s older children are unlikely to be hers.  However, Thomas, born in 1812, is probably Elizabeth’s son.





Research also shows that through Thomas Bird and his siblings, Cecile is related to the McKay – Inkster – Sinclair – Favell kin-group.  Two of Thomas’s siblings married John McKay’s youngest children, Charles and Mary McKay.





Sainte-Rose-Du-Lac


Par Anatole E. Theoret, ancien Cure


Appendice  [p.125]


Colonisation de la Paroisse


Date de l’arrivee des colons et pays d’origine


1889


Spence, John – Madeleine Lacouette  --Sandy Bay, Man.


Spence, Louison – Lisette Lacouette – Sandy Bay, Man.


Spence, Jean-Baptiste  (Le Vieux) -


Caroline Fisher – Sandy Bay, Man.


Spence, Jean-Baptiste (Kisti) – Elise Mosso – Sandy Bay, Man.


Spence, Jean-Baptiste (Cens) – Marguerite Dechar --- Sandy Bay, Man.


Neault, Benjamin – Isabelle Hamelin – St. Vital, Man.


Neault, Patrice – Mathilde Desmarais – St. Vital, Man.


Neault, Jacques – Genevieve Laurence – St. Vital, Man.


Neault, Vital – Elise Laderoute – St. Pierre Jolys, Man.


Neault, Amable – Philomene Laderoute – St. Pierre Jolys, Man.


Neault, Joseph – Olive Breland – St. Vital, Man


Zaste, Gonzague – Marie Parisien – St. Vital, Man.


Zaste, Napoleon – Pauline St. Denis – St. Vital, Man.


Desmarais, John – Louise Fisher – St. Vital, Man.


Ritchot, Louis – Isabelle Neault – St. Vital, Man.


Vandale, Thomas – Sophie Parisien – St. Vital, Man.


Sutherland, Joseph – Placidie Breland – St. Vital, Man.


Normand, Alfred – Clemence Neault – St. Vital, Man.


[The Appendix continues listing colonists year by year until 1932.  Many of the later arrivals were from Quebec and France, as well as from other Metis communities.]




















Amelia Vaness 1877 - 1946











Continued on page 3





Augustine Hamelin 1870 – 1949


“Gus Emblau”
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News Shorts


On August 10, 1998, ten Welshmen completed a trip from Bonnyville, Alberta, to Lac la Biche, Alberta, commemorating the arrival of David Thompson at the fur trade post there 200 years earlier.  Members of the Bonnyville Historical Society, who gave them a proper campfire supper at Moose Lake as a send-off, celebrated their journey.  [Get the rest of the details from the Bonnyville Nouvelle] 


Some of those who helped with the commemoration plan to put together information on David Thompson’s career and family with accounts of the commemoration to be published in book form.      





Developing Tail Creek and Boss Hill





The Metis Nation of Alberta, through the Stettler Local, are working on the development of the hivernant sites of Boss Hill, on the east shore of Buffalo Lake, reputedly covering parts of some six sections, and Tail Creek settlement and cemetery between the southwest corner of the Lake and Red Deer River.


Leading the promotion of the development is Barrie Stanyer, president of the Stettler Local, and Tammy Renschler, past president.  Barrie Stanyer’s grandparents, Sophie Clark and Ian Clark, were instrumental in the earlier preservation of the cemetery.  Barrie tells a story of the removal of the cemetery from down beside the river to the brow of the high bluff where it now rests, undertaken by his grandfather and one or two other men early in this century, when the Red Deer River had flooded its banks.  His grandmother had fulfilled the task of sending records of activities in the cemetery to the Dioceses office in Edmonton.      His grandfather was the last person buried in the graveyard, and it was his grandmother’s wish to be buried beside him, but that was forbidden because the cemetery was already designated as an historic site.


Calendar of Events


Special Event


Place


Time


Type a description of your event here.


Special Event


Place


Time


Type a description of your event here. 


Special Event


Place


Time


Type a description of your event here. 


Special Event


Place


Time


Type a description of your event here.





Jean Baptiste Vaness, Jr   1856 – 1947
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Amelia Calder 1853 - 1902





? Hamelin





Evangelique Houle 





Antoine Houle








Julie Parisien Vaness 1818 - 





Jean Baptiste Vaness, Sr


1837 - 1920





________  Vaness





Catherine Cardinal  1831 – 1905
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________   Lucier





Moise Lucier





Joseph Lucier





Anna Branconmier





Dominic Branconnier








Ernestine Paul





Josette Ferguson





Roselyn  Ledoux





Paul Paul





Sarah Bird





Antoine Branconnier





Thomas Bird 


b. 1812





Ellen McDermott





James Bird
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