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Greetings

Welcome to all our new readers. This is the second edition of Canada Tree to go out with the Rupert’s Land Newsletter.   We have been publishing since September 1993.  Back copies are available.

Canada Tree is designed to be the connector between fur trade genealogy and Rupert’s Land history.  There are many people who are doing native and fur trade genealogy who want more information than the bare-bones names and dates.  We endeavor to provide some of that context. 

Canada Tree also fields discussion about theory and technique in fur trade and native genealogy, reviews of books in the area, and includes queries from subscribers, as well as short family history articles.   The newsletter serves the interests of everyone who is fascinated by the history of fur-trade families. 

Letters to the editor of Canada Tree should be addressed to:

Margaret L. Clarke, MA

Editor, Canada Tree

Box 65, Mirror, AB, Canada

T0B 3C0




Editorial

Doing Family History and Demography with Male Records

This is probably an appropriate time, in this issue which focuses on the Cook family, to comment on the strangeness of what we are doing when we look at the descendants of men.  In the field of study called demography there is no such thing as studying the fertility of men, or the number of their descendants, yet as researchers into fur trade family history, we do this regularly.  The life course of William  Hemmings Cook illustrates many of the problems bound up in that practise.  Of course, the reason we do this kind of research is because the data are recorded almost exclusively from a male view.  Work records are of the employee, male.  Parish records are of the man and his family and frequently reveal an ethnocentric and moral bias against recording native names and the names of “unchurched” mothers.  That is, the names of the mothers were not recorded unless they were baptised and married in the church.  Then they were recorded under their baptised name.  Census records, likewise, recorded the names of the head of the household and spouse and children.  The spouse’s parentage or maiden name was not likely to be recorded.  

In the case of William Hemmings Cook, this way of recording family data has led to some very strange mistakes.  Perhaps the strangest and most obvious is the assigning of Mary Cocking, born 1782, as the mother of Joseph Cook, born circa 1784, as occurs in the biography of Joseph found in The Minutes of the Northern Department, Hudson’s Bay Record Society, Vol. III, p. 432.  

Not to overstate the obvious, but it is important that we make sense out of the information we find.  It would be “convenient” to smooth over W.H. Cook’s native-style marriages, but it would be necessary to ignore a lot of evidence to do it.  If we do that type of thing, are we not refuting our purpose, which is to reveal lives lived, to explore the way those who went before conducted their lives, in their cross-cultural, colonizing world?     

W.H. Cook and Family

W

illiam Hemmings Cook’s descendants have often appeared in these pages in other families’ stories.  The family married into the McKay family, the Sinclair family, the Lyons family and the Short family, all of whom have been featured here.  One of the best explorations of this family to date is in Raymond Beaumont’s  “Origins and Influences: The Family Ties of Reverend Henry Budd.” in Prairie Forum (17, No. 2, 1992).  Earlier sources include a not entirely correct biography which appeared in The Minutes of the Northern Department, Hudson’s Bay Record Society, Vol III, p. 432,  which ends with a quote from Governor Simpson to Andrew Colville on May 20, 1822.

Cook is the most extraordinary mixture of generous excentricity, Religion, Drunkenness and Misanthropy, he can not live with [James] Bird and [Thomas] Thomas because they are to  sober and penurious for him, yet must be near them to enjoy their conversation;  he cannot live with [John] Pritchard because both in and out of his Cups he engrosses the whole of  the conversation, and he has changed his residence about a Doz. Different times for as many ridiculous reasons; he is now turning his attention to Farming and rearing cattle but has not solidity to do any good. [additions in the original]

It is high time we took at least a brief look at his life, career and families along with those of his eldest son Joseph.  It is impossible to examine more than the two individuals at this time because of their sheer fecundity.  Charles Denney counted 16 children attributed to W.H. Cook and 14 attributed to Joseph.  

The biography previously mentioned recorded W.H. Cook as being from the parish of St. Andrew’s, Holburn, London.  He entered the service of the HBC as a writer in 1786 and served, more or less continuously until he took his family to Red River after the 1818/19 season.  Much of his early service was on the Nelson River.  He was chief at York Factory from 1808/09 until 1815 and during 1818/19 was in charge of  the posts in the Swan River area, and made his headquarters at Fort Hibernia. 

Charles Denney recorded William’s family under the title of “The Family of William Hemmings Cook and his several wives.”  In his will,  he left his wife “Mary” an annuity.  His marriage to Mary Cocking is recorded  in St. Andrew’s, March 8, 1838.  Her baptism is recorded the same day, and her burial is recorded at St. Paul’s, October 14, 1853, aged 71 years, giving her a birthyear of 1782.  Her children, from the information given in their baptismal records are:  Letitia, Lydia, Sophia, Frances, and William, all baptised March 8, 1838.  The following  are recorded as children of “Indian woman”:  Sarah (baptised June 10, 1834, St. John’s), Mary (baptised August 17, 1828, St. John’s), Nancy (baptised May 27, 1821, St. John’s).  Charles Cook is recorded as the son of W.H. and Agathas (baptised October 20, 1823).  James and Jeremiah are recorded as sons of W. H. Cook and a “Half-breed Woman” (both baptised June 8, 1823).  Samuel, Joseph, Isabel and Margaret are recorded as adult children of W.H. with no mother.  

From other sources, Charles Denney recorded that he set up annuities for Agathas, Washashoeesquaw and Keesescowecumacoot.  (HBCA, A1 36/1a fo. 12b), while a scrip application in Portage la Prairie records that Wm. Hemmings Cook & Kahnewpawanakan (Cree) had a daughter Nancy, born 1785, who married William Garrioch (Portage la Prairie 1876 Scrip, p. 158, application #2357).  

In Raymond Beaumont’s article we again see these names, but with significantly more context.  He gives Matthew Cocking’s family as part of his analysis of Reverend Henry Budd’s family background.  His daughters were Ke-che-cow-e-com-e-coot, daughter of Le-lo-es-com;  Wash-e-soo-E’squaw, daughter of Ke-che-cho-wick;  and Mith-coo-coo-man-E’Squash daughter of  A-pis-ta-Squa-sish.  He gives Wm H. Cook’s wives’ as Kahnapawanakan, mother of Nancy, and Aggathas, daughter of Matthew Cocking, possibly the same as Mary.   

There are other references to Wm. Hemmings Cook’s wives that are less easy for us to comprehend.  In Reverend Charles Bourke’s Journal, C-17 in the Selkirk Papers in PAM appears the following entry:

May 1, 1812  At the camp near York Factory.

Governor Cook supports a Seraglio like the Grand Seignor.  He maintains 3 wifes locked up.  He keeps the keys himself & I am informed he is so exhausted that a man who saw him but a few years ago would not after some absence know him to be the same. (Entry # 17.868)

Again from the same source: “Mr Auld is a very clever Scot.  Mr. Cook is as miserable and pitiful every way as Mr. Auld is open affable and generous.”

Sylvia Van Kirk quoted Miles Macdonell on the subject.  She contextualized his remarks thus: “Miles Macdonell, the leader of the colonists, who was incensed at Cook’s lack of co-operation, acidly observed:  

It may easily be supposed that a chief who occupies himself the Mess room with a squaw on each side opening into it, would not be very desirous of having his family arrangements deranged by visitors.” (Van Kirk, many Tender Ties, p. 38, quoting HBCA, Selkirk Papers, Copy No. 154, pp. 62-63.)  

She further identified these wives as two of Matthew Cocking’s daughters. (P.115)  

I will let the material speak for itself.  I have not done the depth of research into the records of annuities that Raymond has, so I would not venture to challenge his conclusions at this point.  We can say that he had at least three wives, not entirely satisfactorily identified in the records. 

From those wives, Charles Denney assembled the following list of children and their spouses.  

1. Joseph, b. 1784? York Factory - 24/02/ 1844 (St. Peter’s Burials) m. Catherine Sinclair dau of William Sinclair and Nohoway, married 27/10/1824 St. Johns.

2. Nancy, b. 1785? Dau of Kahnapawanakan, baptised 27/05/1821, St. John’s, m. First James Sutherland who died before 1821,  m. Second  William Garrioch, b. 1785, married 27.05/1821, St. John’s.

3. Margaret, b. 1787 - 24/05/1827, buried St. John’s aged 40. Married William Sanderson (1804-6/12/1834) on 2/12/1825.  

4. Jane/Jenny, b. 1794? - 14/07/1845, m. Henry Hichenberger [Heckenberger?], 9/05/1826, by contract at Red River.  

5. Samuel, b. 1798 - 9/12/1864, m. First Isabella Gaddy (c. 1808 - 19/04/1824),  m. Second Suzette Short (b. 1815) dau of James Short and Mary, 2/12/1834, St. Johns.

6. Jeremiah, b. 1800, bapt. 8/06/1823 St. Johns, died before 1875, son of H/B woman, m. Eleanor Spence (b. Ca 1807) 7/04/1823, St. Johns.

7. James, bapt. 8/06/1823, St. Johns, son of H/B woman.

8. Charles, 1806 - 20/07/1881, bapt. 20/10/1823 St. Johns, buried High Bluff, aged 76, m. Mary Ann Lyons (1818-11/04/1840) 5/03/1836, St. Johns, m. Second Catherine Anderson.

9. Mary/Polly, bapt. 17/08/1828 St.Johns, dau of Indian woman.

10. Catherine/Kathy, c. 1815, dau of Mary, m. James Lyons (1817 - 1/05/1847) 16/03/1836, St. Johns.

11. Sarah, bapt. 6/10/1834 St. Johns, dau of Indian woman.

12. William, bapt. 8/03/1838 St. Johns, son of Mary Cocking, m. Mary Anne Beardie of Indian Settlement, 11/05/1836, St. Johns

13. Frances/Fanny, bapt. 8/03/1838, St.Johns, daughter of Mary Cocking, d. By 1840, m. George Flett, 7/08/1838.  He after married Mary Ross, 26/11/1840, St.Johns.

14. Lydia, bapt. 8/03/1838 St. Johns, daughter of Mary Cocking, m. Joseph Flett, 11/05/1843.

15. Sophia, 1/07/1827 - 16/06/1888, bapt. 8/08/1838 St.Johns, daughter of Mary Cocking, m. Joseph Halcrow (1823 - 12/03/1906) 7/07/1842 St. Andrews.

16. Letitia, bapt. 8/03/1838 St. Johns, Daughter of Mary Cocking, m. David Flett (1820) 25/01/1841.   

The documentation on many of these children is obviously a bit sparse.  I would be happy to correspond with anyone who has worked on this family.     

The Family of Joseph Cook

The following is based on the files of Charles D. Denney, Known as the Charles D. Denney Papers, Glenbow Archives, Calgary, but also available in the Library of the Edmonton Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society. 

The biography of Joseph Cook found in The Minutes of the Northern Department, (Vol. III, Hudson’s Bay Record Society, pg. 432) gives his mother as Mary Cocking, an obvious mistake already commented on earlier in this issue.  It further states that he entered the service of the HBC in 1803.  He was sent to England for two years, from 1806 to 1808.  He worked at various posts until he retired to Red River in 1819.  He worked again for the Comoany from 1820 to 1824 in the Island Lake district.  The biography records his burial at the Indian Church on Feb. 24, 1848, at age 60.  He had married Catherine Sinclair on October 27, 1824, and the baptisms of nine sons and five daughters were recorded in the Red River Register.   

The biography does not report his record as a schoolteacher at the Indian Settlement, also known as St. Peter’s, as noted in Denney’s chart.  There are records of his service in the Church Missionary Society records. 

His children, as recorded by Mr. Denney, are:

1. William, b. 1815, bapt. 19/04/1825, St.Johns

2. Sally/Sarah, b. 1810 - 3/01/1811, bapt. 14/04/1825, m. James Settee (1810 - 30/03/1902), 7/01/1835.

3. Henry, 1817 - 20/01/1897, buried St. James, aged 60, m. 13/12/1838 St. Andrews to Harriet Garrioch (1821) dau of Wm. Garrioch.

4. Thomas, (Rev) 1819 - 2/09/1819, bapt. 6/05/1828 St.Johns, m. Catherine McKenzie 31/05/1851, m. Second Anne Bruce, dau of James Bruce.

5. Caroline, 1823 - 1/06/1904, bapt. 09/07/1826 St. Johns, m. Edward McKay (11/12/1824-1884) 1840, Mapleton.

6. Elizabeth/Betsy, bapt. 17/04/1825, St. Johns, m. John Kirkness 17/1/1844, St. Johns.

7. Mary, 1825, Cumberland House - 6/05/1919, bapt. 19/04/1825, St. Johns, m. William McKay (16/02/1818 - 25/12/1883) 5/11/1846, St. Johns.

8. Joseph II, 1819 - 2/12/1834, bapt. 25/08/1829 St. Johns, m. Anne Bruce[?] 

9. Philip, b. 1831, bapt. 6/03/1832 St. Johns

10. John, 1833 - 20/06/1850, bapt. 2/06/1835 St. Johns, bur. St Pauls, age 17.

11. Catherine, 1834 - 10.03/1907, bapt 28/01/1839 St. Johns, m. John Tate (1829 - 5/03/1907) 18/09/1856.

12. James (Rev), 1836, bapt. 30/09/1836, St. Johns, m. Mary Mathilda Bruce (1840 - 1922) 2/06/1859 St. Johns.

13. Matthew, 25/08/1840 - 01/1912, bapt. 13/02/1839 St. Johns, buried Mirror, Alberta, m. Matilda McKenzie (20/06/1856 - 17/10/1910) 

14. Edward, 1840 - 17/12/1918, bapt. 7/01/1841 St. Peters, m. First Mary Ballendine, m. Second Mary Umpherville (1854 - Mar. 1924).

Mirror Connections

Included in Charles Denney’s William Hemmings Cook’s file are two little notes on Matthew Cook.  The first one says

 “Matthew Cook came to the Medicine Hat area in 1882 and settled about 5 miles below the site of the future village of Medicine Hat, on the right bank of the River, and on the flat that still bears his given name, Matthew’s Point.” (Canadian Cattlemen Nov. 1950, p. 24, by W.H. McKay) Also, he was a brother-in-law of Edward McKay.

The second note states 

“William Cook was at Buffalo Lake (in the Mirror area) as early as 1894.  So was his father, Matthew, and his brother Owen.  They were active in the building of St. Monica’s Anglican Church in the Mission of Lamerton.  The church was the only one in the area for some years and served all denominations.  When the Grand Trunk Railway came in 1910 the village of Mirror grew up around the Anglican church -- and Lamerton was abandoned.”

That church is just down the street from my office, and I went to check out the cemetery.  There is a Cook monument, erected by “Alberta G.M. & St. C: Edmonton.” and two little ones with lambs on them.

Further on Matthew Cook and St. Monica’s Anglican Church in the Mission of Lamerton. 

A trip to take gravestone rubbings down at the church yielded these texts from the old gravestones:

Helen Catherine

Born Oct. 16, 98.

Died April 11, 1900.

 Daughter of W. and M. E. Cook.  

“Sleep on sweet babe and take thy rest.”

[This appears to be an infant daughter of William.]

In Loving Memory of Eva Irene 

Daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. O.D. Cook

Born April 22nd 1911

Died May 19th 1913

“Sleep on sweet babe and take thy rest

God called her home to Him.”

[This appears to be an infant daughter of William’s brother, Owen.]

Matilda, the Beloved wife of Matthew Cook 

Born June 20, 1836

Died Oct 17, 1910

Aged 74 yrs. 3 Mos 19 Days

Too Good for Earth 

God Called Her Home

[This last memorial looks relatively new.  It appears to be for Matthew’s wife, and judging by its size, may also mark his grave.]




Willam Coldwell and Connections

By John A. Coldwell,  McInnes Island Lighthouse, P.O. Box 3670, Stn Main, Prince Rupert, B.C.  V8J 3R1.

My great grandfather is William Coldwell of Nor’Wester newspaper fame, and hence I am interested in the Alexander Ross family as well as Coldwell and other ‘related’ Red River families.  I inherited my beginning genealogy data for the Coldwell  family in the form of a small diary belonging to William Coldwell (now forwarded to the Provincial Archives of  Manitoba for safekeeping, with a typescript copy available for use in my computer files).  From there I expanded to the Alexander Ross family and his Okanagan Indian wife Sally/Sara and their children and ancestors/descendants.  A stroke of luck led me to one of Sally’s descendants and her family history in the Okanagan.   My project, using Broderbund’s Family Tree for Windows 95 program expanded into direct and indirect relations with many Red River families, all with marriage ties to the Ross family.  An example of strange relationships is that of the Coldwell family tied into the Louis Riel family over many marriages. [See chart].  I have made written contact with descendants of the Fowler, Black, James, Francis, Bird & Smith families and am working on others.  I’m

always looking for new additions and am willing to share any information I have.

One of my problems right now is finding the correct father for William Coldwell’s second wife (his sister-in-law) Jemima McKenzie, said to be “a daughter of former Hudson’s Bay Company officer Roderick McKenzie, a granddaughter of Chief Factor James Sutherland” (Jennifer S.H. Brown quote), but which Roderick McKenzie?  So far I’ve found three of them.  

1. Roderick McKenzie, Jr.  [1761, near Inverness Scotland -- 1844, Aug. 15, Terrebone, Lower Canada] (Van Kirk, 1991, p. 148)  “Hon. Roderick McKenzie of  Terrebonne” (Van Kirk, 1991, p. 50.)

2. Roderick McKenzie, Sr.  [Abt. 1771 -1772, Assynt, Scotland -- 1859, Jan. 02, RRS]  (DCB 8)   “Capt. McKenzie of the Nipigon”  (Sprague #3427)

3. Roderick McKenzie, Jr. [1791 - Jan 1830]  (Denny #271.000).

I (and another friend) have not been able to find any relationship to any of these people or to anyone else.  Neither Van Kirk, Brown, Spragg & Frye, Morin or DCB have any hints that I can find.  Denney’s information came from PAM. I have the same quote on the descendants of Roderick McKenzie from them.

Do any of the readers know anyone doing research into this family?

[Editor’s note on the chart:  It is also an excellant example of the inlaw to inlaw connections that form so tantalizing a part of Rupert’s Land family history.]

Stampede Ranch McKay Reunion

by the Editor

Chart:  “My Strange and Convoluted Relationship to Louis Riel



On the Labour Day weekend, I attended a family reunion that you all would have found interesting.  It was a gathering of the descendants of John Dougal McKay, grandson of Mad Donald, married to  Harriet, granddaughter of John, daughter of John Richards McKay. They were almost the most knowledgeable group I have ever talked with about family history. One of the men in my generation kept saying "My dad always told me the stories and said if you didn't remember them all, you could always lie, and I come here and everyone is telling those same stories. Everyone must know the same lies. Or else it's true."  

Among the group was the couple, George and Del Stephen,  who have possession of the actual artifact, the McKay tree, hand-drawn in ink on linen in the 1890's that appears on the front page of this newsletter. This family is so self-aware! I would start to tell them a story, and someone else would finish it, and someone else would add a detail I didn't know.

The reunion was held at the Stampede Ranch, which is a whole trip in itself.  It is owned by the Calgary Stampede and is where their horse herd is kept.  The cousin who hosted the event has been the ranch manager there for the last twenty years and is due to retire in a couple of years.  

From where I live in Mirror, on the west side of Buffalo Lake, in true parkland, about fifteen minutes from the wintering village site of Tail Creek, it is about three hours to the ranch on bald prairie. 

The homesite of the ranch is tucked down in a coulee for protection from the wind, and to be close to the creek.  The wife of the couple who live there, Carol McKay, grows the most gorgeous annual flowers which she masses in hanging baskets around the ranchhouse.  She confided to me that she has to water them with well water because there are times when the creek water is toxic with alkali.

I asked Don Kay, the host of the event and ranch manager, if I could talk with him at another time about being part of of the McKay tradition of being horsemen.  His brother chimed in and asked if I would like to include him as well, as he had always made his living by horse trading. Bob thought it would be great, so I have an invitation to go back and interview them both for my McKay horse article that is perking on the back burner.

Before I left, the McKay history collections came out.  George and Del Stephen had some diagrams of the family structure of that banch of the tree on display and invited me to come visit them to exchange more family information.  Peggy Green handed me two envelopes full of photcopies of biographies written by her uncle Herbert McKay, father to the host, based on work by Mr. McCloy, along with newspaper dclippings, etc.  She invited me to visit them when I’m in Prince Albert so we could exchange more family information.  Carole Baker and Carol McKay, the hostess and her sister-in-law, sat down with me and went through a box of material collected by Herbert.  I was loaned 4 envelopes of documents with the promise to photocopy and return the originals.

All this exchange of information, and the deliberate thoughtfulness demonstrated in Herbert McKay’s biographies led me to muse on the part the McKay’s have always played in maintaining the family history.  In this family, and especially this branch of the family, there appears to be an ethos which sustains the family tradition.  Perhaps this is how the fur trade community as a whole has maintained its identity down through time, by families and communities not letting the old times be forgotten.  It is that sense that I would argue that all this is meaningful, is myth-creating for the coming generations.  

Futher Musings on Family History and Levels of Formality

It struck me while I was sharing information with my kin, that I was performing the duties of a “kin-keeper”, a term I learned from Tamara Haraven in her book, Family Time, Industrial Time, on Quebec families working in the mills in New England.  The term refers to all those activities that go along with keeping the family information.  There is usually one sibling or one cousin in each generation who takes the responsibility for keeping track of all the birthdays and anniversaries and keep track of family members’ movements by maintaining current addresses on everyone.  

What we do as family historians and genealogists is, in many ways, just an extension of those duties.  The information-swapping I engaged in at the McKay reunion is a reflection of the informal way the branches of a large family keep track of each other.  In the field of family history and genealogy we also often share information, tips, etc., especially if access to the material is somewhat restricted.

Problems arise when we move from the informal level of information gathering to the formal level.  We move to the formal level when we are collecting material or information to meet the requirements of an external group or society, or when we chose to publish our work.  In both of those circumstances, the demands of the external situation dictate rules for behaviour.  It is possible to work at both levels simultaneously.  Just remember to follow the appropriate rules.
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