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Editorial

Greetings

Welcome to all our new readers. This is the first edition of Canada Tree to go out with the Rupert’s Land Newsletter.   We have been publishing since September 1993.  Back copies are available.

Canada Tree is designed to be the connector between fur trade genealogy and Rupert’s Land history.  There are many people who are doing native and fur trade genealogy who want more information than the bare-bones names and dates.  We endeavor to provide some of that context. 

Canada Tree also fields discussion about theory and technique in fur trade and native genealogy, reviews of books in the area, and includes queries from subscribers, as well as short family history articles.   The newsletter serves the interests of everyone who is fascinated by the history of fur-trade families. 

Letters to the editor of Canada Tree should be addressed to:

Margaret L. Clarke, MA

Editor, Canada Tree

Box 65, Mirror, AB, Canada

T0B 3C0

Comments on “The Origins of Harriet Ballenden”

By Raymond Beaumont  

 [The Editor:  This article grew out of a discussion between myself and Raymond Beaumont who works for Frontier School Division, in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  The article focused on research interests in ancestors common to both  Margaret Campbell Olafson and the editor.  Because some of the article grew out of phone conversations, there were points that still needed clarification after the article was published in the last edition.   I am therefore including both a summary of the original article and the clarifications from Raymond.]

Raymond began by asking about the identity of Harriet Ballenden who is an ancestor of Margaret Campbell Olafson.  He went on to say that “there were two John Ballendens in the fur trade in the early years.  One of them was Chief Factor John Ballenden who was at Severn and York. He retired in about 1802.  However, he had at least one daughter named Harriet.  We know this for sure because she is identified as such in the York Factory Journal 1808-1809 (B.239/a/115).”  

I responded to his question about whether records identified Harriet, the ancestor in question, as this man’s daughter, with a negative answer. There is nothing in her marriage or baptismal records that so identify her. 

Raymond then went on to discuss the family of the other John Ballendine.  “The other John Ballenden, of Ophir in the Orkneys, was a carpenter at Cumberland House.  His first wife was named Jane, described as an Indian and a half-breed in the records, and there may have been a second wife named Nancy.  John appears to have had the following children:  Sophia c. 1788 (William Dennet),  John  1791 (Betsy Gunn, Mary Umpherville, Mary Jebb),  William 1792 (Charlotte Budd),  Betsy 1795 (Wm. Rowland), Jane 1801 (John Lee Lewes) James 1803 (Frances Lewes),  George 1805 (Jane Black). When Betsy and Jane applied for scrip, they stated their mother was named Jane.  

[This paragraph has been clarified as requested by Raymond Beaumont.]  George’s scrip application states that his mother was Nancy, but if this is true, his father had to have had two wives simultaneously, not an impossibility, because his son John Jr. was married at the same time to Betsy Gunn and Mary [also known as Polly] Umpherville.  I say this because Betsy Ballendine’s mother Jane was still alive and living at Moose Lake in the 1820s.  William is described as her brother in the Cumberland records, and both he and John are identified as sons of John Sr.  They all stayed close to Moose Lake for many years.  Jane, the second wife of John Lee Lewes is almost certainly another sister.  James Ballenden, another of John’s sons was servant to John Lee Lewes, and married his sister by an early country marriage.  James and George are identified as brothers to each other in one journal reference.  I am not absolutely sure of Sophia, but I think she was the eldest daughter born in 1788.  Her husband, William Dennet, was stationed at Cumberland House, Swan River, and Moose Lake, and this family remained in that region when he went home to the Orkneys for a visit.  I believe they stayed close to the extended family.  I hope the above is useful information for you.”

I replied that the family information was interested in that it seemed to verify Harriet’s identity by the absence of anything familiar.  That is, I did not recognize any of the siblings or inlaws.  This means that they are probably not her relations.  

On the other hand, the citation from the York Factory journal which Raymond sent me, does refer to individuals with whom I am familiar. 

B239/a/115, 1808-09, 9 Sept. 1808.  “Mr. Geddes commenced his School - 4 pupils - Vst. Catharine Sinclair, daughter of William Sinclair,  John and Mary Bunn, children of Mr. Thomas Bunn, & Harriet Ballendine dau of your late chief Mr. John Ballendine at times also Mr. Jos. Cook, Son of Mr. William Cook;”   

Catharine Sinclair and Joseph Cook were the parents of two of John Richards’ and Harriet’s sons’ wives, Mary and Caroline Cook, wives of William and Edward McKay.  Similarly, Mary Bunn married William MacKay, brother of John Richards.  Therefore, I would accept this Harriet on the evidence of her belonging to a group who all married into the same family and became kin. Not strong evidence, I admit, but sometimes that is all we have.”

Raymond responds to that:  “I agree that geographic evidence can help identify to which families particular individuals belonged.  In the instance of Sophia Ballandine,  my surmise is that she was the daughter of John Ballendine of Ophir, because William Dennet lived at or near the place where this particular John lived.  However, it must not be forgotten that William Dennet travelled on the boat brigades to York Factory on an annual basis.  While there, he could have met an older sister of Harriet and daughter of Chief Factor John Ballendine.  This is equally plausible.  With the information I have at present, I cannot say for sure who Sophia’s father was.  On the other hand, Harriet’s connections were with the Cooks, Sinclairs, and the McKays, all of whom were closely associated geographically in the fur trade with Chief Factor John Ballendine at one time or another.  It appears likely that she was his daughter.”  

Look for more discussion of the complicated relationships between these families.  Anyone with more information on the Ballendines is encouraged to write.

A Note on Joseph Richard McKay



[ This was brought to my attention by a long-time contributor, Harriet McKay.] 

The Beautiful British Columbia Magazine (winter, 1993) published a beautiful photo-essay, titled “Graveyard for the Living” by Richard Mackie and Cheryl Coull on Victoria’s Ross Bay Cemetery. Among those mentioned was a William McKay.  

“In the Anglican quarter is a monument to William McKay (1844-1900), who walked doggedly over the Rockies to get here, and later founded Nanaimo’s once-productive coal mines.”(p.29) [His picture also appears on p. 32, with the same name and dates.]

Harriet corrected that identification to “Joseph William McKay (1829-1900) son of William McKay and Mary Bunn.” [William was the second son of John McKay of Brandon House and brother to John Richards McKay.]  I checked my sources and verified that she was correct.  

I wrote to Bryan McGill, editor of the magazine, citing the British Columbia Archives file.

BRITISH COLUMBIA ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE: Add.MSS. 2735;  McKAY, JOSEPH WILLIAM,  1829-1900 Microfilm A-1673   1 reel

The archival description reads:  “This collection of McKay's papers, touching on his career as trader, explorer, Indian Agent, Gold Commissioner, collector and entrepreneur, is partially fragmented and occasionally illegible.”

He responded with a very kind letter, thanking us for taking the time to tell him about the error.  He checked in Walbran’s British Columbia Coast Names, which agreed with our information.  He added that McKay Point on Newcastle Island at Nanaimo was named after him.

Query:  


[The following query came across the editorial desk via email.  Any leads would be appreciated.]

   Dear Margaret,

I have heard by rumour that you are the expert on the McKay/Mackay family.  I hope that you can help us.  We are looking for RICHARD JOSEPH MACKAY/MCKAY or JOSEPH RICHARD MACKAY/MCKAY.  We don't know much about him - born in Canada, served in US Army in 1941, Catholic, 'Optician' as employment, probably born in 1915 or thereabouts.    

Can you help us? Would appreciate receiving any McKay information you have.  A gentleman named John (Jay) Hunter referred you to me.

God Bless,                                                                  Nancy Rath                                                 Harrisburg, Illinois

[Any replies can be sent to the editor for forwarding.]

From the Editor’s files

One of the functions of Canada Tree has been to bring knowledge of various groups and archival collections to the attention of our readers.  As was mentioned earlier, we are in a co-publishing relationship with The Centre for Rupert’s Land Studies at the University of Winnipeg.  

We are also in a reciprocal relationship with  Neya Powagans: The Metis Newsletter, edited by Geoff Burtonshaw, 2324 - 3rd Ave. N.W.  Calgary, Alberta,  T2N 0K8.  He and his assistants maintain a Surname Researchers List which, I believe, has well over 580 researchers on it.  That newsletter functions as a clearinghouse for queries about Metis, Native and fur trade families.

Other sources previously mentioned here include the Charles Denney Papers, owned by the Glenbow Museum.  Their new Web Page is <http://www.glenbow.org>.  The Denney Papers Index is available online, so you can check to see whether Mr. Denney researched the family you are working on.

Mr. McCloy’s collection is also at the Glenbow, but is not available for use as yet.



Surfing News        

The Hudson’s Bay Company Archives Web Page is also up. It can be found at  <http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/index.html>
 I haven’t fully explored the site yet, but it looks very good and runs very smoothly. 

It is designed to add researchers in the long distance use of the Archives.  Included in the various sections are descriptive paragraphs to help the researcher identify which documents to request on microfilm. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company has another presence on the net.  The Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature has posted a site on the schoolnet to highlight the donation of the HBC Museum Collection to the Museum on March 15, 1994.  It is a very beautiful site, titled “Hudson’s Bay Company digital collection.”  As well as showing very nice graphics of the HBC coat-of- arms, the museum has categorized the collection into ten sections, and digitized representative pieces from each section. The site works very smoothly, but would be a disappointment on a text-only browser.

  It can be found at <http://www.schoolnet.ca/collections/hbc/ind1en.htm>

The Naming of Nahoway

by Raymond Beaumont

[Raymond sent along this to illustrate the correct spelling of the name of William Sinclair’s wife and as a illustration of how oral history and linguistics can aid us in our quest for understanding of the past.  The Editor]

Margaret Campbell Olafson knew nothing about her ancestors beyond her grandparents when I visited her last summer.  Having heard that she was fluent in Cree, I decided to test her knowledge by asking if she knew the meaning of “Nahoway.”  I wanted to see if it conformed to the one I had obtained from Bernice Hilts of Selkirk, who is another direct descendant.  Margaret Olafson paused in thought for a moment; then said that there was no such word in Cree.  However, when I pressed the point, she added that it might have been part of a longer phrase, áh-na-ha-wát, where á has the long sound as in “ate.”  I immediately asked for a translation which Margaret gave as “one person’s voice in the distance.”  My hair nearly stood up on end, because this translation illuminated a story that has been passed down in the Sinclair Family of Red River.

Here is how Bernice Hilts told that story.

She was but a child when Fort Prince of Wales was destroyed by the French in 1782. . . . A descendant of Nahoway related a family legend about how this child came to be called “Nahoway.”  When the Fort was destroyed, sdome of the Indians decided to make their way to York Factory on foot.  When they finally reached York, the child was so cold that when she tried to speak her voice sounded like an echo.  They began to call her “Nahoway”, which meant “sounding far off, faint.”

 Confirmation of the name can be found in William Sinclair’s will, which I obtained from Bernice.  I believe the original is at the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives.  Bernice also sent me a document of uncertain provenance about Colin Robertson Sinclair, a son of Nahoway, who erected a monument to the memory of his mother at St. John’s Cemetery.  In this document her name is given as “Nahovway” and the meaning “your voice comes back to me.”  My guess is that the original may have been spelled “Nahouway”, andthe person who transcribed it substituted a “v” for a “u”.  Certainly the “oo” sound is evident in Cree, and “ou” may have been used to convey the sound “Nah-oo-way.

                            

    

          "nind inawendimin--We Are Relations To Each Other"

   This column on First Nations/Native American, Metis, and Fur Trade family genealogy appears in the Manitoba Genealogical Society's quarterly "Generations".  It does not restrict itself geographically to Manitoba and, among other things, it provides "how to" articles on conducting these types of genealogical research; it critically reviews both current and new popular and academic books and articles; and it assesses pertinent research collections found at various repositories in North America.

  The column is written by Jodi Cassady who is President of Cassady & Associates in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  She has been conducting professional ethnohistorical and genealogical research for an international, public- and private-sector client base regarding First Nations land claims, Metis resource-use court cases, and Bill C-31 and Metis cards for several years.

She holds academic degrees in Anthropology and Geography; is a member of the international organization the Association of Professional Genealogists; and is also currently working on her certification as a "Certified American Indian Lineage Specialist" from the U.S.-based Board for Certification of Genealogists.

Membership in the Manitoba Genealogical Society is currently $25/year for both individuals and institutions.  The M.G.S. can be reached 

at: 885 Notre Dame Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba R3E 0M4, (204) 783-9139.

Reunions          

In Geoff Burtonshaw’s most recent newsletter, he listed some events of interest to those who receive this publication as well. 

Morin Family Reunion:

“The 1997 reunion will again be at Bitterroot Lake.  Circle your calendars for July 5, 6, & 7, 1997!  We can go in at 6 p.m. on the 4th.  Any questions - Bonnie or Eleanor are at the following addresses:  Bonnie Morin, 332 Parliament Dr., Kalispell, Mt. 59901, (406) 752-1316;  Eleanor Wilhelm (406) 752-4846.”

Peter Fidler Family Reunion:

“July 25-27 at Batoche and Aug. 1-3 at Elk Point.  For more information, write Louis Verhagen, P.O. Box 765,  Elk Point, Alberta,  T0A 1A0.”

Metis Celebration:

3rd weekend of August, 1997, at Lewiston, Montana.  Campsite available.  No alchohol or drugs.  For more information phone Judy Jacoby  (406) 761-3347;  Fatty Morin  (406) 452-7084;  or Robert LaFountain  (406) 248-2948.

Conferences

The Alberta Genealogy Society 

presents its 

24th Annual Conference 

Friday April 18 and

Saturday April 19, 1997

at

Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre

10440  108  Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta

Among the topics to be presented will be:

“Irish Research”,  “Beginner’s Genealogy”,  “Beginners England”,  “United Empire Loyalists”, several sessions on computer programs, and one titled “French Canadian Research” featuring the Societe Historique et Genealogique de Smoky River and the Lagimodiere, Riel and Coutu families.

For more information, contact the Alberta Genealogical Society, 10440 - 108 Avenue, Room 116,  Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.  T5H  3Z9 
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