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Editorial

Apology:

I must begin by apologizing to all those genealogists who I offended by referring to “hobby genealogists” as opposed to professionals.  I have been corrected.  No one likes to think that what they have been so diligently laboring over is a mere hobby.  We all take our avocations very seriously.  And I’m sure we all strive to do our best to work at a very high standard. 

In the field of native and fur trade genealogy, such a high standard is becoming more important, as historians begin to integrate the stories revealed by the genealogies into the narrative.  If the genealogy is well-done, with source citations that meet the standards of historical accuracy, the integration of genealogy into history can proceed more seamlessly.  If, on the other hand, the genealogy has been more poorly done, perhaps with missing citations, the historian is less likely to use it, less likely to integrate it into the narrative.  At the very least, the historian would have to do a lot more work, redoing what should have been properly done by the genealogist.
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The newsletter will be becoming part of the Rupert’s Land Newsletter, a publication of The Centre for Rupert’s Land Studies at the University of Winnipeg.  This is the last independent issue before that takes place.  Subscribers will find a letter with further details and a pamphlet describing The Centre for Rupert’s Land Studies with this issue.  This move has been contemplated for some time, and it is hoped our subscribers will all find it a win-win decision, with our readers getting access to a wider field and the editors getting a wider circle of readers. 

Letters to the editor of Canada Tree should still be addressed to:

Margaret L. Clarke

Box 65, Mirror, AB, Canada
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Notes from Winnipeg:

During a recent trip to Winnipeg, the editor came across the following research in progress.  Laura Peers, author of The Ojibwa of Western Canada, 1780 to 1870, is currently working on an analysis of the population of St. Peter’s, the Indian settlement north of Winnipeg on the Red River.  Early results suggest that her work may reveal this community to be an important transition point for ethnicity in the 19th century.  For instance, several individuals familiar to our readers as HBC mixed-bloods or children of the Bay, are there identified as Indian.  She also turned up a reference to an older widowed woman living with Humphrey Favell there.  Could it be that his mother, Titameg, was still alive in the 1830s?  She promises further research into the question.

Raymond Beaumont continues work on the people at Norway House.  He is focusing on the community around James Evans.  Among those he is researching is the other John Ballenden, not John Ballenden, Chief Factor at York Factory.  As part of his research for a student project for Frontier Schools, the northern Manitoba school district, he has developed a chart of the ancestors of one of the elders at Grand Rapids.  The chart reveals that this individual is descended from both John Ballendens, as well as from William Sinclair and Nahovway in two different lines.  Look for an article on this topic.    

As well as these works in progress, the thesis of Margaret L. Clarke, successfully defended at the University of Winnipeg on December 3, 1996 [and in large part responsible for the lateness of this publication] while reconstituting the community of Brandon House / Fort Souris in the first decade of the 19th century, draws some new conclusions about relationships between the English Baymen and their native families, and the Canadien voyageurs and their native families.

  When these men worked in the same area for a long period of time, their families tended to intermarry, although the men were employed by opposing companies. As well, it appears that it is these men who showed geographic stability who were the beginning of that way of life that some call fur trade society.  More interesting, perhaps, for our readership, was the integration of genealogy into the techniques from historical demography.  The thesis was well received by a committee which included  Jennifer Brown,  Laura Peers and  Doug Sprague.

The Origins of Harriet Ballenden or The Two John Ballendens

By Raymond Beaumont and M. Clarke

Raymond: 
In reviewing the chart of Margaret Campbell Olafson, included in Grand Rapids Stories, Vol. 2, I noticed that she is descended from Harriet Ballenden (daughter of John Ballenden and his Indian wife Jane) and  her husband, John Richards McKay.  The question occurred to me, how do we know her parentage?

There were two John Ballendens in the fur trade in the early years.  One of them was Chief Factor John Ballenden who was at Severn and York. He retired in about 1802.  However, he had at least one daughter named Harriet.  We know this for sure because she is identified as such in the York Factory Journal 1808-1809 (B.239/a/115).  Is she the wife of John Richards McKay?  I am wondering if the church or scrip records indicate anything about her mother.

M. Clarke:
Neither the records of her baptism by D.T. Jones, 22 January 1826, where she is recorded as Harriet, the wife of John Richards McKay nor the record of her marriage by John West to John Richards McKay on 21 January, 1821, at Brandon House record her parentage.  The marriage certificate does reveal that she apparently signed her own name.  In comparison., it appears that Catherine Sinclair (daughter of William Sinclair) who married Joseph Cook (son of William Hemming Cook) did not sing for herself. 

Raymond:
The other John Ballenden, of Ophir in the Orkneys, was a carpenter at Cumberland House.  His first wife was named Jane, described as an Indian and a half-breed in the records, and there may have been a second wife named Nancy.  John appears to have had the following children:  Sophia c. 1788 (William Dennet),  John  1791 (Betsy Gunn, Mary Umpherville, Mary Jebb),  William 1792 (Charlotte Budd),  Betsy 1795 (Wm. Rowland), Jane 1801 (John Lee Lewes) James 1803 (Frances Lewes),  George 1805 (Jane Black). When Betsy and Jane applied for scrip, they stated their mother was named Jane.  

George’s scrip application states that his mother was Nancy, but if this is true, his father had to have had two wives simultaneously, not an impossibility, because his son John Jr. was married at the same time to Betsy Gunn and Mary [also known as Polly] Umpherville.  I say this because Betsy’s mother Jane was still alive and living at Moose Lake in the 1820s.  William is described as her brother in the Cumberland records, and both he and John are identified as sons of John Sr.  They all stayed close to Moose Lake for many years.  Jane, the second wife of John Lee Lewes is almost certainly another sister.  James Ballenden, another of John’s sons was servant to John Lee Lewes, and married his sister by an early country marriage.  James and George are identified as brothers to each other in one journal reference.  I am not absolutely sure of Sophia, but I think she was the eldest daughter born in 1788.  Her husband, William Dennet, was stationed at Cumberland House, Swan River, and Moose Lake, and this family remained in that region when he went home to the Orkneys for a visit.  I believe they stayed close to the extended family.  I hope the above is useful information for you.

M. Clarke:
Thank you, Raymond.  The information is useful in confirming Harriet’s identity by the absence of anything familiar.  That is, I do not recognize any of the siblings or inlaws.  This means that they are probably not her relations.  

On the other hand, the citation from the York Factory journal which you sent me, does refer to individuals with whom I am familiar. 

B239/a/115, 1808-09, 9 Sept. 1808.  “Mr. Geddes commenced his School - 4 pupils - Vst. Catharine Sinclair, daughter of William Sinclair,  John and Mary Bunn, children of Mr. Thomas Bunn, & Harriet Ballendine dau of your late chief Mr. John Ballendine at times also Mr. Jos. Cook, Son of Mr. William Cook;”   

Catharine Sinclair and Joseph Cook were the parents of two of John Richards’ and Harriet’s sons’ wives, Mary and Caroline Cook, wives of William and Edward McKay.  Similarly, Mary Bunn married William MacKay, brother of John Richards.  Therefore, I would accept this Harriet on the evidence of her belonging to a group who all married into the same family and became kin. Not strong evidence, I admit, but sometimes that is all we have.
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