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Welcome to the fifth edition of Canada Tree, the fur trade history and genealogy research newsletter. Look for a new logo and letterhead next edition.

It is my hope that the newsletter continues to serve the interests of everyone who is fascinated by the history of fur trade families.
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_______________________________

History and Culture
  The assimilation process is demonstrated in the Favell family, in an interesting variation.

A will written in 1784 gives the names of the children of John Favell and Titameg as Jane, Humphrey Martin, Mary and Thomas. The lives of those children and their descendants illustrates the breadth of opportunity available to such mixed blood children of the fur trade. One daughter Mary formed a country marriage with John McKay in 1790, and together they produced eight children, all of whom married into the Hudson's Bay people, and some of whose descendants assimilated white.

Humphrey and Thomas followed their brother-in-law to Brandon House and made themselves invaluable to him, as he reveals in the Brandon Journals. They remained an important part of the staff there until after his death in 1810. By 1815, they were out of the company service and formed part of the group that began Birsay village, down the Assiniboine River, closer to White Horse Plain, as detailed in an article "Birsay Village on the Assiniboine," by Barry Kaye in the Beaver, (Winter, 1981). 

Humphrey married an Amerindian, Jane. I have not yet found their children.  Thomas married an Amerindian, Sarah Trout, according to a 1876 Scrip application. Their children included Margeurite who married Michel Lambert, Harriet who married Charles Desmarais, and John who married Isabella Short.  In spite of these mixed-blood marriages, by 1917 some of the descendants were to be found on the Rocky Boy Reserve in Montana, clearly identifying as Indian.  The reserve list shows a Peter Favel, his wife Mary and their daughter Louisa.

I would be eager to hear from anyone having put together a complete genealogy on this family, or even with more of it figured out than I have at this time. 

_________________________________

In the Field 

1. Louella Fredriksen recently sent me a stack of information from her research. She included a chart that shows her ancestors back eleven generations. The part of the chart that interested me was the direct line of Piches (Peachie, Piche, Pichet) from Lamusette [Quebec?] to herself. In the time period I am focusing on, she has six out of eight possible set of ancestors in the sixth generation, living in the late eighteenth century in the west. The six couples are interesting as they demonstrate the variability of fur trade marriages at that time. Joseph Piche married Susanne Sioux. Michel Dauphinaus married Victoire Ouellette. James Short married Betsy, Indian. Jean Baptiste Letendre married Josette Cree. Henry Hallet married Catherine Cree, and an unknown McDonald married Magdeliene Roy. In the next generation, one finds a Piche marrying a Dauphinais, a Ross marrying a Short, a Letendre marrying a Hallet and a Godon marrying a McDonald. It appears to me the perfect illustration of two different patterns. The first is the European to native marriages as the fur trade enters a new area. The second is the apparent mixture of ethnicities in the next generation, but with the common link of mixed blood.

Very interesting. Thank you for sharing that with us, Louella. Look for more discussions of her research in upcoming newsletters.   

2. Anglican Documents and what they show about the English mixed-bloods marriage versus residence.

I received some church documents on my ancestors in the mail last month from Harriet McKay and because most of my research has trod well-travelled trails, I had not worked directly with such documents before.  I am surprised and pleased at the amount of information that can be gleaned from such documents when they are put into context. 

The documents are eight typed and two handwritten photocopies of records of baptisms (3), marriages (6) and burials (1). They give information that for the most part I already had, such as the marriage of John Richards McKay and Harriet Ballendine or Joseph Cook and Catherine Sinclair. What I did not know was that they would suggest the answer to a question put to me by a fellow researcher.

In the case of John Richards McKay, census's of St. Francis Xavier show him to have resided there, in that French Catholic parish. The fellow researcher's question was "If he lived there, and was Anglican, where did he go to church?"  Well, his marriage record shows that in 1821, he was living in Brandon House, but was married in the parish of St. John's, Red River. The situation is even more complicated than that. The record shows the marriage to be solemnized by Reverend John West. In 1821, John West is the only clergy available. Therefore, I still do not know whether he was a member of a parish. 

The marriage of William Hemmings Cook illustrates another point of interest when dealing with these documents. From other sources, I know that William is the father of Joseph Cook, whose death certificate is included, dated 1844, which gives his age as 60 years. William's marriage certificate is dated 1838. One would have serious cause for concern, if other sources did not reveal two other facts of interest about W.H. Cook and this marriage. Raymond Beaumont's article on Reverend Henry Budd in the Prairie Forum (Fall, 1992) revealed that he had three wives and that this Mary Cocking was his third wife and much younger.  Pannekoek in Snug Little Flock reveals that Cook was a holdout in the 'churching' of previous relationships, waiting until long after it was possible before he legalized his union with Mary.

3. I just got a note from Frieda Klippenstein with a little more information on the Legaces. As she put it, "Once you are made aware of a research question, the topic pops up around every corner. She wrote to say that she found oral interview tapes from at least two Legaces in the Provincial Archives of British Columbia. A second note gave the retrieval numbers for two tapes, one by Mr. Louis Lagace, (oral history tape #452-1) and one by Mr. Peter Lagace (oral history tape #760-1). So, Mrs. Edwards and anyone else researching that family, happy hunting.

_________________________________

Reunion News.   

Notes on the Reunions and the Batoche gathering: working at political definitions.

Information please!

I would love to hear from anyone who attended a fur trade family reunion during the summer. I would be especially pleased to hear about the Poitras reunion. Geoff Burtonshaw mentions a get-together involving the Fidler reunion and the Poitras. It sounds like good fun. I wish I could have been there. 

Recent discussions with fellow researchers have revealed a lively political process surrounding metis identity. Each provincial organization has its own criteria and process for identifying members. I feel that it is important not to confuse those rules or the research necessary to comply with them, with one's personal quest for family and identity.

Dr. Dickason made the somewhat unpopular point at a recent gathering in Batoche, that she values her white ancestry as much as she values her native antecedents. I would agree with her, for it is only by being open to the whole story that we can make sense of our history. 

Marcel Giraud, in Volume I of The Metis in the Canadian West, describes the development of a political identity among the mixed bloods of the North West Company. Along the way, he has a lot to say about the implications of that identity. He notes something which it might be well for us to remember today. The sovereignty claims of the first Metis conflicted with the treaty rights of the Ojibwa and Cree groups who shared the same territory. In the same way, today we can be aware of the conflicting claims of the various aboriginal groups. 

_______________________________

Published

An article appeared in the Autumn 1993 edition of Alberta History, titled "Little Bear's Band, Canadian or American Indians?" by James Dempsey. I was attracted to the article by a review in the Canadian Historical Review which referred to Rocky Boy's band and a Metis connection. The article did not disappoint. It gives a clear history of the movements and identity transformations that led to descendants of Red River Metis families being given a reserve in Montana. 

The original group included more than a hundred people from Little Bear's (Imasees) band, the one whose members had been involved in Frog Lake, Frenchman's Butte and Loon Lake. 

They were extradited to Canada in 1896 and some formed the nucleus of the Montana band at Hobbema. Some slipped away, back down to Montana, with only 25% remaining on the reserve. After years of negotiating and vacillating, the Cree were given a part of a Blackfoot reserve in north-western Montana, where they joined with a group of wandering "Ojibwas" from Turtle Mountain. Recent research (not included in the article) shows that a significant portion of that reserve has links with the Pembina Metis, a branch of the Red River Metis. So it is that descendants of the old families can be found today on the Rocky Boy Reserve.  The article concludes that some of Little Bear's followers can be found in the Montana band at Hobbema, with a Canadian identity, while others can be found on the Rocky Boy reserve in Montana with an American identity. 

_________________________________

Modern Bio-Bits
Recently, while researching in the Edmonton Genealogy Branch Library, I met a fellow researcher and a descendant of the Desjarlais family. Heather Devine, a Ph D student  at the University of Alberta, exploring the breadth of Metis reaction to the political and historical events of Western history. In her research, she has found branches of the Desjarlais family as widely dispersed as Lesser Slave Lake and Michilimackinac.

______________________________

Marcel Giraud quoted A. Dobbs in his book, An Account of the Countries Adjoining Hudson's Bay, published in London in 1734, in regards to a journey undertaken by the Metis Joseph La France 'a native of Michilimackinac' from Lake Superior to York Factory. When I first found this quote, I thought it was referring to the Joseph La France who was employed by the North West Company on the upper Assiniboine, in 1805. Instead, it appears to be his grandfather.

