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Winnipeg, Manitoba

Welcome to the first edition of the bi-monthly fur-trade geneological research newslet​ter.

It is hoped that it will serve the interests of everyone from serious researchers to those interested in the bits and pieces of fur-trade life.

Proposed Contents

1. Short-Takes: info bits on fur-trader family members.

2. Descendants Count: from branches of families, some from reunions.

3. Modern Bio-Bits: life-styles of modern family mem​bers.

4. Precis of recent articles.

5. In the Field: Researchers bits and ads.

6. Successes: Descendants in various environments.

___________________________

In the Field

This section is for readers’ ads and calls for information in certain areas. As well, it will contain information on researchers who are working in a particular area, so readers can connect with  others working in the same or linking areas of research.

Mr. Charles Denny of Edmonton has been working on the Peter Fidler family, recently commemorated at the Fort George/Buckingham House Inter​pretive Centre, Elk Point, Alberta, with a gathering of the clans the weekend of July 31/ August 1, 1993. There will be more information on this gathering in subsequent editions.

Published

A recent article by Toby Mora​ntz in the Canadian Histori​cal Review, entitled "old texts . . . " spoke to some of the problems in this type of research. She re-examines an original text and compares it with the con​clusions drawn from it by earlier historians. She cautions, "We must not be content to permit earlier research to stand without reworking and reconsidering it."(p.187)

She reminds us not to take earlier work as gospel, but to recognize that their interpre​ta​tion may not stand the test of time and modern scholar​ship. As he says, "Important evidence may be omitted." 

Another recent pub​lication in this field is The English River Book, by Harry W. Duckw​orth, considered the earliest North West Company jour​nal and account book to survive. For those of us doing family research, it has the added filip of being written by Cuthbert Grant Sr., and having a large appendix devoted to short biographies of all the men accompanying him (courtesy of Mr. Duck​worth, who also wrote "Mad Donald McKay" in last yrs Beaver.)

Another article of interest to family researchers is “Orkney and the Nor’Waast,” by William C. Wonders in the Winter, 1993, Alberta History. A couple of quick quotes will illustrate its subject.  On page 3, Mr. Wonders points out that the only 2 out of the first 9 lots taken in the Edmonton plan of 1883  “were not occupied by ex-Hudson’s Bay Company men or their descendants.”  Further on, he tells the famous story about Edmonton lacking English presence.

“James Gibbons, a gold miner, freighter and free trader who ultimately homesteaded on today’s Laurier Park, reported that when he came to Edmonton in 1865, there were ‘about twenty-five families about the place’ and ‘Cree, French and Gaelic were the only languages spoken.’ This is probably an exaggeration . . .”  

Reunion News

The Bray reunion, commemorating one hundred years of family life in Medicine Hat, was held August 7 to 9, 1992, at Elkwa​ter, Alberta.  Over three hundred descendants of J.H.G. Bray and Jemima McKay attended. Prizes were given for the descendant from far​thest away: a grandson, Alan Bray from Nova Scotia; for oldest descendant: Scottie Bray of Medicine Hat, among others.

The younger gener​ation enjoyed evening  entertainment provided by two grandsons of Harry Bray.

Among the activities were a horseshoe tournament, an obstacle course and skit night. A family history book is available. Contact Donna Thane at 370 1st Street, N.W. Medicine Hat, Alberta. T1A 6H5

Cultural Context

During a prairie ramble, an antique sewing machine given to his wife Marie, by James Frances Sanderson, was dis​covered in the pioneer museum in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan. The machine was brought in from Fort Benton, Montana. Bertha Clarke remembers a similar machine as having belonged to her grandmother, Jemima McKay Bray.

There is a report that a bearclaw necklace given to a daughter of William McKay of Fort Ellice by a Souix chief during the 1870s is in a collection of artifacts in the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature.  More details will be given as they become known.

Short-Takes

Mrs. William McKay awoke with a start, in her bed in Fort Carlton on Christmas morning, 1883. Her husband, William, replacing the District Governor in Fort Edmonton, had been much on her mind, and she had just dreamed that he was brought home dead in a cariole, one of the elaborate dogsleds of the 19th century. Her cry of horror woke the household and no one could console her.  William was brought home from Edmonton a few days later, dead after choking on a piece of meat at Christmas dinner.  

