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The Family of Cuthbert Grant

Grant connections in the fur trade from W. S. Wallace, “Strathspey and the Fur Trade,” in Essays in Canadian History, edited by R. Flenley  (Toronto, 1939), pp.278 - 295.

[P.278] “From Strathspey and its neighbouring glens there came to Canada after the British conquest a veritable emigration.  Into the Canadian  fur-trade[sic], for instance, there flocked so many Grants from Strathspey that their identities and relationships have been a sort of Chinese puzzle.  Among them were a number of the pioneers of the North West Company, as well as some who tried to break the company’s monopoly.  One of them, Cuthbert Grant, was the first to reach Great Slave Lake; and his son was the leader of the bois brules at the massacre of Seven Oaks in 1816.  It was through his connection with the Grants that John Stuart, the companion of Simon Fraser the explorer, entered the North West Company; and it was John Stuart who introduced into the Hudson’s Bay Company Donald A. Smith afterwards Lord Strathcona, who was not only a native of Strathspey, but was descended from//[p. 279] Grants on both his fathers’s and his mother’s side.  . . .  and it is a singular fact that it is difficult to find in Canada today any descendants of the numerous Grants who played such a conspicious part in its history during the early days of British rule, save perhaps among the half-breeds[sic] of the Canadian West.”

From the rest of the article it is possible to extract a chart.  See final page.

 


Earlier individuals are barely sketched in, while later family members are more fully fleshed.  Of Grant of Glenbeg, we are told only that his “portrait was in 1845 hanging in the Castle Grant” (p.283). He was apparently the clan patriarch in the eighteenth century. We know that his son James Grant was Laird of Kincorth.  In turn, we know that  James Grant’s son Charles “came to Canada . . . before 1768 and became interested in the fur trade. . . . Charles Grant’s report to the Governor [Haldimand] is our chief source of information with regard to the merger of interests in the North West Company in 1779.  He died at Quebec in 1784, leaving an infant son, Charles Grant, who became later a clerk in the North West Company” (ibid.).


It seems that Charles “was instrumental in introducing some of his relatives into the western fur-trade.  His cousin, Robert Grant, the son of David Grant of Lethendry, went to the West in 1778 and was one of the partners in the North West Company formed in 1779.  He is reputed to have built Fort Esperance on the Qu’Appelle River in 1787; and he retired from the fur-trade in 1793 with a “handsome competency”, and returned to Scotland. . . . It seems certain also that Robert Grant’s brother Cuthbert followed him into the service of the North West Company, became a partner about 1795, and died at Kaministikawia in 1799” (p. 284). There is also evidence for the presence of a third brother, James, in Montreal court records dealing with Cuthbert’s estate (p.285).  


There is a large paragraph on Cuthbert Grant Jr.’s life, but it is well enough known that it will not be delineated here.

 
The connection between the Grants and the Stuarts is not based on family records, but on a remark in Cuthbert Grant Jr.’s will of 1822 (p.286)  and part of a speech given by Lord Strathcona in 1872 (p. 287). The Stuarts would have been the same generation as Cuthbert Grant Jr., and David Grant, Jr.  


The family of Cuthbert Senior and Junior is laid out in the first chapter of 

Cuthbert Grant of Grantown, by Margaret MacLeod (1963, 1974).  Also, the career of Cuthbert Grant Senior is discussed in The English River Book: A North West Company Journal and Account Book of 1786,  by Harry Duckworth, (1989).  He was a major player in the North West Company move into the Athabasca country of northern Alberta.


Cuthbert Grant Jr had three relationships, only one of which was of long duration.  Bethsy McKay, sister of John Richards McKay,  ran off to be with him in 1815, but by 1820, when he returned from trial at Montreal, she had vanished, along with his first child, James.  His second relationship was with a Madeline Desmarais.  Again, the relationship seemed to be short term.  Grant took the child of this union, Maria, and his sister Josephte (widow of John Wills)  raised her.


Maria married Pascal Breland  and raised a family in St. Francois Xavier, then Grantown, now a bedroom community just west of Winnipeg.  Many of the people of that generation are buried in the churchyard there.



Marie McGillis was Cuthbert’s third relationship, and apparently not only the only one that lasted any length of time, but the only one that was formalized.  With her, he had eleven children.
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5-Grant of Glenbeg (          -          )

4-James Grant Laird of Kincorth (          -          )

3-David Grant of Letheredrie (1728-          )

2-Cuthbert Grant Sr (          -          )

3-Margaret Grant (1730-          )

1-Cuthbert Grant Jr (1793-1854)









